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Chinese 

Chinese English 

A 

an................................embankment, bank, shore, coast cliff 
an-chiao............................................. submerged rocks, reef 
anjiao................................................................. sunken rock 
ansha ........................................................... shoal, sandbank 
ao.........................................................bay, cove, inlet, dock 

B 

bandao................................................................... peninsula 
bei................................................................................. north 
bi ................................................................................... nose 
bodi ...................................................................... anchorage 
bu ...............................................................................village 

C 

cao............................................................................ channel 
cha.................................................... lock, dam, floodbarrier 
chau.........................................................................see chou 
chao.....................................................................bog, marsh 
chen.........................................................town, market town 
ch'eng ........................................................ city, walled town 
chi...............................................obstruction, ledges in river 
ch'i........... stream, river, head, cape, point, mountain, seven 
chia.......................................................................cape, bluff 
ch'ia ..............................................................customs barrier 
chiang........ river, shoal, harbour, port, inlet, channel, sound 
chiang-tao............................................channel, strait, sound 
chiao.....................creek, rock, reef, shoal, islet, cape, point 
ch'iao .......................................................................... bridge 
chien.............................................................mountain, peak 
ch'ien .............................................................. shallow, shoal 
ch'ien-lai............................................................. bank, shoal 
ch'ien-t'an ........................................................... bank, shoal 
ch'ien-tui .......................................................................bank 
ch'ih...............................................................................pong 
chih-chiang-tao ............................................................ reach 
ching................................... capital, city isthmus, ford, ferry 
chiu.................................................................................nine 
cho...........................................................................see chou 
chou................................................................... island, bank 
chow........................................................................see chou 
ch'uan ............................................................... stream, river 
chuang........................................................................village 
chueh................................................................... cape, point 
chung...............................................................middle,centre 
ch'un-tao................................. archipelago, group of islands 
chu-tao ................................... archipelago, group of islands 
cun..............................................................................village 

D 

da........................................................................... big, great 
dao............................................................................... island 
daozi............................................................................ island 
diantan.......................................................................patches 

Chinese English 

ding ..................................................................................top 
dizui ......................................................................... landspit 
dong ................................................................................east 

E 

erh ...................................................................................two 

F 

fangbodi .............................................................. breakwater 
feng .............................................................. mountain, peak 
fou.................................................................................. port 
fu................................................................. province capital 

G 

gang .............................................port, harbour, mound, hill 
gangchi......................................................................... basin 
gangkou ...........................................................port, harbour 
gaojiao ...............................................................promontory 
guanchang.................................................................. square 

H 

hai ........................................................................... sea, gulf 
haibin .......................................................................... beach 
hai-ching ........................................................ strait, channel 
haidi .........................................................................sea wall 
hai-hsia........................................................... strait, channel 
haikou .................................................................. sea mouth 
hai-k'ou ......................................................channel entrance 
hai-pin........................................................seashoure, beach 
haiqu .................................................................... water area 
hai-wan ...................................................................bay, gulf 
haixia ............................................................................strait 
hangdao.....................................................................fairway 
hang-lu ......................................................................fairway 
hangmen........................................... pass navigable to ships 
he .................................................................................. river 
hei ................................................................................ black 
ho ................................................................. river, waterway 
hou ..................................................................................rear 
hsi.....................................................west, mountain, stream 
hsia..........................................................strait, gorge, lower 
hsiang........................................................rural area, village 
hsiao............................................................................. small 
hsien..................................................district, district capital 
hisin ............................................................................... new 
hsu............................................................................... island 
hsuan...........................................................................eddies 
hu ................................................................................... lake 
huang ......................................................................... yellow 
hung .................................................................................red 

J 

ji ....................................................................... village, town 
jia ................................................................. headland, point 
jian ......................................................................... top, peak 
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Chinese English 

jiang .............................................................................. river 
jiao ................................................................................. reef 
jiao ...................................................................... point, cape 
jie ................................................................................. street 
jiu .................................................................................... old 

K 

kan.............................................................dry, harbour, port 
kan........................................................................see chiang 
kang.................................................................... mound, hill 
kao................................................................................. high 
kao-chiao............................................................promontory 
kao-juan .................................................................... plateau 
kau............................................................................see k'ou 
kiang.....................................................................see chiang 
kiao.........................................................................see chiao 
kou or k'ou ..mouth, river entrance, port, inlet, ravine, gully 
kow........................................................................... see kou 
ku ................................................................................valley 
ku-k'ou ........................................................................ravine 
kuan.............................................................barrier, customs 
kuo ........................................................... country, kingdom 

L 

lan.......................................................................... reef, blue 
lanjiangsha ...................................................................... bar 
lao.................................................................................... old 
li ..........................................................gravel, shingle, inner 
liedao...........................................................group of islands 
lieh-tao ..................................................................see liedao 
lieh-yeh ......................................................... group of rocks 
lin ................................................................................ forest 
ling ................................... ridge, mountain, mountain range 
liu ........................................................... stream, current, six 
lu ................................................................................... road 

M 

man............................................................................seemen 
maodi ................................................................... anchorage 
mao-ti ................................................................... see maodi 
men................................................gate, pass, channel, strait 
miao ...........................................................................temple 
mu ........................................................... trees, wood, grave 
mun ..........................................................................see men 

N 

nan................................................................................south 
nei................................................................................. inner 
nei-ao ........................................................................... basin 
n'i................................................................................... mud 

O 

o ..................................................................................see ao 
ou ................................................................................see ao 

P 

pa.................................................. embankment, quay, eight 
pai........................................................................ reef, white 

Chinese English 

pang ........................................................................see peng 
pan-tao ................................................................ see bandao 
pao ......................................................town village, rampart 
p'ao-t'ai........................................................................... port 
pei ..............................................................................see bei 
peng ............................................................................. creek 
pi .......................................................................... cape, nose 
piao ....................................................................... rock, islet 
p'ing-chou .......................................................... level shoals 
p'o .................................................................. arm of the sea 
po-ti..................................................... roadstead, anchorage 
pu ...............................................................................village 
p'u ..................................inlet, creek, village, town, rampart 

Q 

qian ............................................................................... front 
qiantan ................................................................shoal, bank 
qu ................................................................................... area 
qundao ............................................................... archipelago 
qunjiao .......................................................................... reefs 

S 

san.................................................................................three 
san........................................................................... see shan 
san-chiao-chou.............................................................. delta 
seu............................................................................. see hsu 
sha............................ sandbank, islet, sand, low sandy point 
sha-chiao..................................................................sandspit 
sha-ch'iu ................................................................sand dune 
shan.....................................................mountain, hill, island 
shang............................................................................upper 
shan-hu..........................................................................coral 
shan-hu-chiao.........................................................coral reef 
shan-mo .......................................................mountain range 
shan-sha ............................................................ bar, sandbar 
shan-tien....................................................mountain summit 
shao...................................................................... small, few 
shatan ................................................ sandy shoal, sand flats 
sha-tsui.....................................................................sandspit 
shatui......................................................................sandbank 
shazhou ..................................................................sandbank 
shazui .......................................................................sandspit 
shen............................................................................... deep 
sheng.......................................................................province 
shi...................................................................................rock 
shih...........................................city, market, store, rock, hill 
thih-t'ai ............................................................ridge of rocks 
shih-ti ........................................................................ swamp 
shu...................................................................................tree 
shu-lin ..........................................................................forest 
shui......................................................................water, river 
shuidao..................................................................... channel 
shui-lu ........................................................channel, passage 
shui-tao ............................................................... seeshuidao 
si................................................................................. temple 
ssu ...................................................monastery, temple, four 
su................................................................................ seehsu 
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Chinese English 

T 

ta...............................................................tower, great, large 
t'a............................................................................... pagoda 
tai ............................................................................... see tui 
tan.................................................................................... flat 
t'an.................................................. banks, flats, rapids, lake 
tang.............................................................................village 
t'ang........................................................embankment, pond 
tao................................................... island, road, paddy field 
t'ao...................................................................................bay 
tao-tzu ............................................................................ islet 
tau...............................................................................see tao 
tautze.................................................................... see t'o-tzu 
ti ...... embankment, dyke, earth, ground, place, low, bottom 
t'ien.............................................................arable land, field 
ting .......................................................... summit, mountain 
t'o.......................................................stone, rocky eminence 
t'o-tzu .............................................. stone, rocky knob, islet 
tou or t'ou ............................................cape, headland, point 
t'ou-tzu ................................................cape, headland, point 
tow............................................................................. see tou 
tsui............................................................... cape, point, spit 
tsui-tsu......................................................... cape, point, spit 
tsui-wei......................................................... cape,point, spit 
ts'unvillage 
tu ........................................................................... ferry,ford 
tuan.............................................................................village 
tui .....................................................................mound, bank 
tui-tsui .................................................................... bank,spit 
tun ..............................................................................village 
tung ................................................................................ east 

W 

wa.............................................................................. swamp 

Chinese English 

wai ................................................................................outer 
wan.....................................................bay, gulf bend in river 
wei .............................................headland, tail. walled town 

X 

xi .........................................................................west, creek 
xia .................................................................................strait 
xian ............................................................................county 
xiao .....................................................................small, little 
xin .................................................................................. new 
xu ...............................................................................village 

Y 

yai .................................................................................. cliff 
yan .................................................................................rock 
yang ................. ocean, enclosed portion of the sea, channel 
yeh ........................................................................ moorland 
yen ............................... embankment, dyke, rock, reef, cliff 
yen't'an ..................................................................... salt pan 
yen-tien ..................................................................... saltpan 
yen-ch'ang............................................................. saltworks 
yu ........................................................................island, islet 
yunhe ........................................................................... canal 
yun-ho.......................................................................... canal 

Z 

zhai.............................................................................village 
zhang...........................................................................mount 
zhen............................................................................... town 
zhong ............................................................middle, central 
zhou .....................................................................shoal, islet 
zhuang........................................................................village 
zui .........................................................................point, spit 
zeizi...............................................................................point 
zulangdi .............................................................. breakwater 
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Vietnamese 

Vietnamese English 

A 

ap................................................................................hamlet 

B 

ban..............................................................................village 
ban dao.................................................................. peninsula 
ben tau....................................................................... seaport 
bien.................................................................................. sea 
bot ................................................................................. inlet 

C 

cang....................................................................... mountain 
chu.................................................................. hill, mountain 
cua..................................................................mouth of river 
cudao, culao ................................................................ island 

D 

dar, dia........................................................................... river 
doi ..................................................................high hill, cape 
duong .......................................................................... ocean 

G 

giang..................................................................... large river 
giong ............................................................................... hill 

H 

hon .................................................................... small island 
hoang................................................................. lake, lagoon 

K 

kas ............................................................................... island 
khum ..........................................................................village 
kinh .................................................................... strait, canal 
kompong ....................................................................village 

L 

lang.............................................................................village 
luon .............................................................. irrigation canal 

M 

mui ...................................................................... cape, point 
muon .......................................................... girrigation canal 

N 

nhai thi ...................................................................river port 
nui .................................................................. hill, mountain 

Vietnamese English 

nuoc ....................................................................river, water 

O 

oan ................................................................................. gulf 
ong ............................................................................. stream 

P 

phnom ............................................................................. hill 
pho ................................................................ branch of river 
phum ..........................................................................village 
poulu ........................................................................... island 
prek ............................................................................ stream 

Q 

quan dao............................................................. archipelago 

R 

rach ............................................................................ stream 
ran .....................................................................breaker, reef 
ranh .............................................................................. canal 
roc ................................................................................ canal 

S 

sa............................................................................sandback 
se, son, song.................................................................. river 
soung, sung ................................................................. island 
stoeung.......................................................................... river 

T 

than ..................................................... shallows, bar of river 
thom...................................................................under water 
tieu ................................................................ reef, coral reef 
tong, tot ..................................................................mountain 
tram............................................................................ woods 
tranh ...........................................................................village 

V 

vam .................................................................... river mouth 
vinh .........................................................................bay, gulf 

W 

wat ............................................................................. temple 

X 

xa, xom ......................................................................village 
xeo ............................................................................. stream 
xuyen ............................................................................ river 
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Cambodian 

Cambodian English 

A 

ap................................................................................hamlet 
au....................................................................... stream, port 

B 

bai....................................................................................bay 
ban..............................................................................village 
banteai.................................................... fort, fortified place 
beng...................................................................... lake, pond 

C 

camnan ............................................................................bay 
chhung........................................................................... cape 
Chrung .......................................................................... cape 
chrouy ................................................................. point, cape 
cua............................................................mouth of the river 

D 

dac................................................................................. river 
dai............................................................................... stream 

G 

giri ......................................................................... mountain 

H 

hon .............................................................................. island 

K 

keng.................................................................. rocks, rapids 
khum ..........................................................................village 
khuon ............................................................................quay 
kinh ...............................................................................strait 
koh .............................................................................. island 
koi ................................................................. customs house 
kok .............................................................................village 
kompong ......................................................................... hill 
komput ......................................................................summit 
krong .......................................................................... stream 

Cambodian English 

L 

lem ................................................................................point 

M 

meat ..............................................................mouth, estuary 
mui ................................................................................point 
muang ........................................................................... town 

N 

nam ............................................................................... river 
nui ................................................................................... hill 

O 

ong ............................................................................. stream 

P 

phnom, pnom................................................. hill, mountain 
phra ..............................................................................tower 
phum srok .................................... city, capital, urban centre 
poulu ........................................................................... island 
prasap...................................................................... tributary 
prasat............................................................................tower 
prek ...................................................................stream, river 

S 

shrui .............................................................................. cape 
song....................................................................river, rapids 

T 

tbong ............................................................................. peak 
thui ...............................................................................water 
tonle ............................................................. large river, lake 
tranh ...........................................................................village 
trep ................................................................. floating island 
tuk ................................................................................water 

X 

xom ............................................................................village 

Pub. 161 



152 Glossaries 

Malay 

Malay English 

A 

ayer.................................................................. water, stream 
alangan ............................................................................ bar 
arus............................................................................ current 
ayer masin ............................................................. salt water 

B 

bagan............................................................... landing place 
baharu, bahru ................................................................. new 
bandar.......................................................port, trading town 
barat ................................................................west, western 
batang............................................................................ river 
batu................................................................................ rock 
besar ....................................................................large, great 
beting ................................................................. shoal, bank 
biru .................................................................................blue 
bukit ................................................................................ hill 

C 

changkat .......................................................... hillock, shoal 
chetek ....................................................................... shallow 

D 

dalam............................................................................. deep 
darat ........................................................... land, the interior 

G 

gosong, gusong ........................................... shoal, reef, islet 

H 

hijau .............................................................................green 
hitam, itam ..........................................................black, dark 
hutan or utan ................................................... jungle, forest 

K 

kampong.....................................................................village 
karang................................................................... coral, reef 
kechil...................................................................small, little 
kering, kring.................................................................... dry 
kuala................mouth or a river or confluence of two rivers 
kuning ........................................................................yellow 

L 

labuan................................................................... anchorage 
laut ................................................................... sea, seaward 

M 

malang.................................................... rock, reef, or shoal 

Malay English 

mas.............................................................................golden 
merah ...............................................................................red 
muara .......................................................... mouth of a river 

N 

negri .....................................................................town, state 

P 

paya................................................................marsh, swamp 
pangkalan........................................................ landing place 
panjang...........................................................................long 
pantai ................................................ coast, seaboard, beach 
parit .................................................................. ditch, stream 
pasir ................................................................... sand, beach 
pekan................................................................town, market 
pohon or pokok...............................................................tree 
prau ................................................................................boat 
pulau ........................................................................... island 
puteh, putih ..................................................................white 

R 

rendah ............................................................................. low 
rumah .......................................................................... house 

S 

selat ................................................................ channel, strait 
selatan .......................................................... south, southern 
sungai............................................................................ river 

T 

tanah.................................................................land, country 
tanjong ...........................cape, headland, point, promontory 
telok ....................................................... bay, bend in a river 
terumbu, trumbu ............................. dangerous hidden shoal 
terusan....................................................connecting channel 
timor................................................................................east 
tinggi..............................................................................high 
tohor......................................................................... shallow 
tua ....................................................................................old 
tukun ................................................................. sunken rock 

U 

umpur.............................................................................mud 
utara ............................................................................. north 
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Thai 

Thai English 

A 

ao.......................................................................... bay, creek 

B 

ban...........................house, or, if with a place name, village 
bo ................................................................................... lake 
bung .......................................................................... swamp 

C 

chiang............................................................................town 
chong.............................................................................strait 
chong........................................................................... khaep 

D 

dam...............................................................................black 
deng................................................................................. red 
din-nieo ..........................................................................clay 
din-saw-pong ...............................................................chalk 
don .........................................................................high land 
doi ................................................................................... hill 

F 

fai ...........................................................................fire, light 
fang .............................................................................. shore 

H 

hard ............................................................................. beach 
hardzai................................................................. sand beach 
hin ................................................................................. rock 
hlaem.............................................................cape, headland 
ho .................................................................................tower 
hoioy .......................................................................... stream 
hyai................................................................................great 

K 

kao................................................................................... old 
kaho..............................................................................white 
khlon ............................................................................. mud 
khlong ............................................................ canal or creek 
khok ................................................................................ hill 
ko ................................................................................ island 

L 

laem...............................................................cape, headland 
lang...............................................................................lower 

Thai English 

lek ................................................................................ small 
lom................................................................................wind 
luang ............................................................................. large 
lueng .......................................................................... yellow 

M 

mae................................................................................ river 
mai ................................................................................. new 
mai nam ........................................................................ river 
monthol, monthon...................................... province or state 
muang ........................................................................... town 

N 

nai-kwa .........................................................................inner 
nakhon .......................................................................... town 
noi ................................................................................. little 
nik-kwa .........................................................................outer 

P 

pa dong ........................................................................forest 
pak ..............................................................................mouth 
pak nam....................................................... mouth of a river 
phra-chedi ................................................................. pagoda 
phukhao .................................................................mountain 
pom ................................................................................. fort 

S 

sai.......................................................................sand, gravel 
so-cloke..........................................................................rock 

T 

tam .................................................................................. low 
thale .................................................................................sea 
thale saplake 
thi samo................................................................ anchorage 
thitnua .......................................................................... north 
thit tai ........................................................................... south 
thit tuan ok ......................................................................east 
thit tuan tok................................................................... west 
tong koong ............................................................river bend 

W 

wat ............................................................................. temple 

Y 

yot ....................................................................................top 
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